Helen He: “Arms Open to the Future

Goaod evening dishaguished guests, teachers, families, (reods, and wmy feilow classmates of the

Class o[ 2019,

For those of you who don't krow e, oy name 15 Helen He, and we went to high school
tagetber. Firse off, I would like to siocecely congratulare everyooe for being bere toduy. In the

face of uli lav cbulleoges of high school and the daopers in the world, we have made it!

[r is my nomur to share a few thoughts with you before this chepter of cur Jives cojis 10 2 close
aod we walk through ‘hese doors ioto cod’ese opportullities awatling firther down the road. We
were ulways told that these four years of high school swoule tly by quickly, and i;dead they did,
It seemn like only yesierdiy that all of ue were freshiman, nervously sirlling through the
anllways with buttzeflies in our starnachs und now here we are tday, ar o1 gradwation cervmony
with all ol vur clasamates tor one Jast time, T atg by thaokful for these past four yeam which
have heen & wonder(u) comhbination ot Jaughter, tears, (un, $tress und most impartantly,

indivadoal growth.

Henry Davic Thorear gt il best when he ssid. “ Yoo cawnot dream yourself inte a churacter;

yoi must hammer and forge yoursell onc.” None of us are the same after these four years, We
b2gan high schoo. a5 teenagers, who thought they had figured vt the world already, and now we
will leave us udults, with maturicy and a heter untdeeslanding of the weorld around ws. Theac four

years of grovih bave prepared us tor much of what the fiture hiss 10 offer. W buve not anly



leirned the power of camnuoicilien, Lbe importarce of co.laboyating and the meaning of
compramise, Hit we Live wsa learoed to race tn huy coffee belore the line ut Dunkin' is tov
lonig, | fovwever, we still ave much to see ahd much to experizace in the world cutsicz, and I
ancour2ge everyvoe m smbrace the future with arms wide vpen umd hands outstretched. Keep in
mind thu: ths oppartunity i achigve success IS withio our reack, but we gurselves muost rake
action to hold ontn it, While we do not atways imow where we will 2nd up, we must remeciber

Ibat vur futures are Jike clay: that we shape and mold ourselyes)

Hagh school may br eaming to aa end for us but the memories and fricndships that we hava
formed dueing our lime here vill be what we remernbiar for yeucs o come. Years from now, we
may oof remember that the derivative of sinx is vosx (sorry, Mr. Fisher)...but we wiil remember
our teachers whose thougatfus advice helpzd shape us, not only as students but also as people,
And we will rememoer our ficnds, who we hive met Lhrough the wooderful sports aod clubs
offered at igrim Nigh Scbool! These are the friznds who always Lelp us up when we fail aod

who réver [t lu bong smiles o our faces each and every day,

I'would Tike to take [Eis mument 1o thunk the peaplc who helped me get to where Tam woday.
Thanx vou to iy 2maziog fieads for sticking with e through thick and chin, and giving me
beaubful memories 7a treasure forevey. YOI GUYS ARE AWESOME! Thank you to my
wonrderful weachers for all they have taught me, alout bath s¢chool aod life, uver these past fuus
years, Thank you lo uur principal. Mr. Habershaws ar.d the schno! facuity for making our high

Khool experienve unt lo remermber. Thank you to my bradher, Pan for always being iy



chearlcadec and my best frieod, Al Jusl but nol east, Thank you W my purents, wiwe bave 12ught
mé the tnie meowg of bard work and sacrifice and have unconditionally supported me ever

since day one. 1 love you, Mom and Dad!

NNow, 1 redlize That our hearts are 3ll jumping out of cur chests, aad we are all waitng ta wulk
Bcroas e stage, 30 T wil| leave you with (me piece of advice, Former President Bagack Obama
voce swid, “We did oot camc ta fear the future. We came hore to shape it,* 1 believe that
because we are al] s¢ulptors of our own futures, So tooigh, s you walk Thruugh taese Coors
regardless of where you plan to be afrer craduation: be it in college, the milizary, io a trade-study
prograrm or warking, rfemambet o emhrace the future with arms wide open and scuipt the life

fit for you!

Congratuations, Class ot 20191 1 wisa success o all ol you in your farure endeavors. Thaok you.



