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the public body. Such means may include, without limitation, providing public 
access through telephone, internet, or satellite enabled audio or video conferencing 
or any other technology that enables the public to clearly follow the proceedings of 
the public body while those activities are occurring. 

c. Where allowance for active, real-time participation by members of the public is a
specific requirement of a state or local law, pursuant to which the proceeding is
conducted, any alternative means of public access must provide for such
participation.

d. A public body that for reasons of economic hardship or despite best efforts is
unable to provide alternative means of public access that will enable the public to
follow the proceedings of the public body as those activities are occurring in real
time may instead post on its website a full and complete transcript, recording, or
other comprehensive records of the proceedings as soon as practicable upon
conclusion of the proceedings. However, this paragraph shall not apply to
proceedings that are conducted pursuant to state or local laws that require
allowance for active participation by members of the public.

e. A public body must offer its selected alternative means of access to its proceedings
without subscription, toll, or similar charge to the public.

2. A public body that elects to conduct its proceedings under the relief provided in section
(1) shall ensure that any party entitled or required to appear before it shall be able to do so
through remote means, as if the party were a member of the public body and participating
remotely.

3. All other provisions of the Open Meetings Act shall remain unchanged and fully applicable
to the activities of public bodies.

Public Records 

4. The statutory timeframes within which to respond to an Access to Public Records Act
request contained in Rhode Island General Laws§ 38-2-3 and§ 38-2-7 are hereby
suspended for all pending and new public records requests. Any agency or public body as
defined by the Access to Public Records Act may extend the timeline for responding to a
records request by an additional 20 business day, further to the extension provided in
Rhode Island General Laws § 38-2-3(e), if the agency or public body notifies the requestor
in writing before the regular statutory deadline for the agency's or public body's response
and states that the additional time is necessary for reasons related to the current COVID-
19 emergency. Any such extension of time must be related to the current COVID-19
emergency.
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5. The requirements in Rhode Island General Laws§ 38-2-3 providing that an agency or a
public body permit inspection of records and produce records in "any and all media" in
which they are capable of being provided is hereby suspended for all pending and new
public records requests. It shall be sufficient for an agency or public body to provide such
records electronically. Agencies and public bodies may continue to permit inspection or
provide public records in other media, at their discretion.

6. The timeframes regarding administrative appeals of agency or public body decisions
contained in Rhode Island General Laws§ 38-2-8 are hereby suspended for all pending
and new administrative appeals. Any agency or public body as defined by the Access to
Public Records Act may extend the timeline within which its chief administrative officer
may review his or her subordinate's determination and issue a decision regarding an
administrative appeal by an additional 10 business days. Any such extension of time must
be related to the current COVID-19 emergency and the agency or public body must
inform the requestor in writing within the regular 10 business day timeframe.

7. All other provisions of the Access to Public Records Act shall remain unchanged and
applicable to agencies and public bodies.

This Order shall take effect immediately and remain in full force and effect until April 15, 
2020 unless renewed, modified or terminated by subsequent Executive Order. 
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